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We are…

• an environmental charity working with
companies, government and NGOs to monitor
research and to encourage policies to grow
organic food and farming

• a training resource and a voice for organic
consumers, manufacturers, retailers and farmers

• custodian of the highest UK organic standards

• the leading certifier in the UK organic market

• an educational charity working in schools and
with adults to raise awareness of farming and
food















SUMMARY OF SPRING PARTRIDGE
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COURTYARD FARM BROWN HARES
SPRING SURVEY 1992 - 2008
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•  climate change and farming

•  what if all food and farming was
organic?

•  GM

•  a new food culture for the UK

•  is organic food healthier?





The tank on this 250hp Renault Atles tractor holds 455 litres

and costs about £260 to fill up with diesel (June 2008)



Farming and food’s

contribution to climate change

• farming and food processing and
distribution produce at least 18% of the
UK’s total greenhouse gas emissions

• as individual consumers, 30% of the
greenhouse gas emissions we are
responsible for come from the food we
buy



What greenhouse gases does
farming emit?

Emissions from UK agriculture

    Farming accounts for around 9% of the UK’s emissions - but
unlike other industries, CO2 (mainly  energy use) makes the
smallest contribution

8.6%

37%55%

Nitrous Oxide Methane CO2 





Organic farming and climate

change

   There is scientific evidence that “in many,

but not all cases, [organic food] produces

fewer greenhouse gases”.

   David Miliband, then UK Secretary of State

for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs



Cradle to farm gate cumulative greenhouse gas emissions
associated with the production of 1 kg of non-organic and organic

oil seed rape (canola), maize (corn), soy and wheat in Canada
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Yearly Accumulation of Soil Carbon in The Rodale Institute's® Farming SystemsTrial® in 3 farming 

systems over 21 years 1981-2002.
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Climate friendly food

• available oil and gas is declining

• our survival depends on cutting greenhouse
gas emissions

• farming that depends on artificial Nitrogen -
turning oil into food - is environmentally and
economically unsustainable

• climate-friendly food is seasonal, organic,
whenever possible unprocessed whole
food, produced and bought locally, with less
(but organic) meat and dairy products



What if all food and farming
was organic?







• $11 billion spent on subsidies and
protective tariffs for biofuels, diverting 100
million tonnes of cereals from human food

• OECD countries distort world markets
spending $372 billion a year subsidising their
agriculture

• excess consumption by the world’s obese
costs $20 billion annually

• diet-related premature death and related
diseases costs $100 billion annually

Jacques Diouf, Director General, UN Food and Agriculture Organisation [2006 figures]



• it would cost $30 billion a year to enable
862 million hungry people to enjoy the most
fundamental of human rights, the right to food

Jacques Diouf, Director General, UN Food and Agriculture Organisation [2006 figures]







• in two recent peer-reviewed studies (2005
and 2006) scientists estimated that if all
farming was organic, while there would be a
reduction in output in areas like Europe, there
would be increases in developing countries

• overall world food production would increase
slightly

• organic farming could feed everyone on the
planet



No
quick
fixes
with
GM
maize











“As far as genetic engineering for
food, that is the great experiment that
has failed. They literally have the
entire world market against them. All
those dreams... the blind will see, the
lame will walk... have turned out to be
science fiction….

Andrew Kimbrell, Executive Director of the Center for
Food Safety (USA)





“….They are basically chemical
companies selling more chemicals.
They've been able to spread these
herbicide-promoting plants around
because it is more convenient for farmers
who can just mass-spray their crops. But
they've given absolutely nothing to the
consumer while causing more chemical
pollution and contamination.”

Andrew Kimbrell, Executive Director of the Center for
Food Safety (USA)





“flood and drought tolerance can
be more easily achieved by
conventional breeding than by
genetic engineering”

Geneticist Dr. Suman Sahai writing in the
Bangkok Post in March 2008























Consumer
attitudes to

Organic 2008
FDIN

14th May 2008
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More of this…

Cornwall Food Program
•  Pleasing patients: 92% of

patients describe the food as 'very
good' or 'excellent'.

• Boosting the local economy: 83%
of the Royal Cornwall Hospitals
Trust's 2006 food budget was
spent with companies based in
Cornwall, vs 30% previously.

• Cutting Food Miles: annual food
miles were cut by 67%.

• Keeping to budget: all done
withing the Royal Cornwall
Hospital's budget of £2.50 per day

Great story, multiple

benefits.





About our lovely food and
drink...











Organic milk

• the Food Standards Agency has recognised

the mounting body of evidence that organic
milk has a different nutrient profile than non-
organic milk, and advice to this effect is now
included on the FSA’s website

• higher levels of Vitamin E, beta-carotene
(Vitamin A precursor) and short-chain omega-
3 fatty acids than conventional milk



Organic milk
• Dutch Government funded research
published this year shows that incidence of
eczema in infants fed on organic dairy
products and whose mothers also consumed
organic dairy products have 36% less eczema
than children who consume non-organic dairy
products

• this is the first example of a definite health
impact of organic food consumption being
published in a peer reviewed journal



Forecast
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Mintel forecasts that the UK organic food market will soar past the £2bn mark……..

Its ready association with health will keep the market growing

Organics will dovetail with the premiumisation trend

Growing environmental concerns, especially climate change, will come to the fore

Scientific back up of nutritional claims (University of Newcastle, October 2007) will

boost the market, and possibly ignite active government promotion of organic produce

Source:Mintel 







Small flocks of black rock hens help but the grass at

Abbey Home Farm, Gloucestershire





Waitrose’s Colombian blacktail chickens shelter in a

Kent apple orchard





Sperm density in members of the Danish Organic Farmers

association and workers from 3 other occupational groups
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(Abell et al.  1994 The Lancet 343, 1498)



Sperm density and abstinence adjusted mean sperm count

in members of the Danish Organic Farmers association

and workers from 3 other occupational groups
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